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Developing Global Mobility with
Multicultural Thinking

Kuo-Hsu, Ho

Abstract

The progress of globalization has promoted international coopera-
tion in people’s livelihood, economy, politics, culture, and education.
The international movements of talents and their mutual learning have
brought about even closer attachments and symbiosis among nations.
“The White Paper on International Education in Primary and Second-
ary Schools”, published by the Ministry of Education in 2011, proclaimed
that Taiwanese citizens in the 21st century must be equipped with inter-
national perspective and the concept of global village, and they have to
enhance their strength for taking part in international competitions. In
order to respond to the international concurrence brought by globaliza-
tion, Taiwan is bound to connect to the international community, so that
our citizens can move freely among the countries with dignity. Therefore,
it is urgent to develop students’ global mobility.

Starting from the talent-fostering policies of our country, this study
discussed the importance of developing global mobility, and pointed out
that, in order to develop global mobility, we should first help students de-
velop multicultural thinking. This study outlined and analyzed the out-
comes of promoting international education in primary and secondary
schools in Taiwan in the last three years, and some reflections were sug-
gested about the practice of the policies of international education at the
level of compulsory education: (i) the achievement of performance indica-
tors doesn’t mean that international education of a school has achieved
its goals; (ii) lack of funds doesn’t mean that a school cannot establish
international partnerships; (iii) the resources for international interaction
in Taiwan have been ignored for a long time; (iv) for developing inter-
national literacy, multicultural thinking of students must be established
first; (v) school teachers are the promoter for carrying out international
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education; (vi) school activities or integration of curriculum have to be in
conjunction with the objectives of international education; (vii) the devel-
opment of global competencies is the demonstration of global mobility.
These reflections were suggested for the reference and discussion for the
education authorities and schools of different levels that are promoting
international education.

Key words: international education; multicultural education; global
mobility.
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